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Verses 5-8 do not appear in the Dead Sea Scrolls Jeremiah text, which is also mirrored by the 
Greek Septuagint. This signifies that the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Greek Septuagint represent an 
older, more pure form of the Book of Jeremiah compared to the Masoretic Text.
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1 4QJera: Josiah (plene spelling). 4QJerc however has , omitting the final Vav ( ) at the end of the name Yo’shiYahu (Josiah, meaning Yahuweh Heals. In the Book of 

Jeremiah, Josiah is only mentioned in passing, being the last “good king” of Israel). This is quite a common occurance with Hebrew names ending in Yah ( ), the short 

form of the name Yahuweh ( ), with certain manuscript opting for the longer Yahu ( ) compared to Yah ( ). This is also common even in the same manuscript, with 
the different spellings of the same name sometimes even appearing in the same verse!
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2 4QJerc: cutting (plene spelling). 4QJera and Masoretic read meaning and he cuts (defective spelling). The reading of 4QJerc is also the reading found in the Greek 
Septuagint (LXX). This indicates that both readings are quite ancient. The main difference between the readings would be with regards to what is being said: either it’s an 
entire quote that continues to the end of the verse (4QJerc, LXX), or one that stops before and he cuts (4QJera, Masoretic).
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3 The space in manuscript 4QJerc, the only manuscript containing extant verses from this chapter, indicates that the ending of verse 13 was either missing, or shorter 
compared to the ending found in the Masoretic Hebrew text. The LXX completely omits the verse altogether.
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4 The space in manuscript 4QJerc, the only manuscript containing extant verses from this chapter, indicates that the beginning of verse 14 was either missing, or shorter 
compared to the beginning found in the Masoretic Hebrew text. The LXX also has a shorter form of this verse, even shorter than that seen in 4QJerc.
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5 4QJerd, Masoretic: in your hands. 2QJer has . The difference here is that the older manuscript (2QJer, around 150-200 BCE) shows that the Hebrew letter Hey ( )
was used at the end of words to indicate an ‘ah’ sound. Between the writing of that manuscript and the writing of 4QJerd (around 100-50 BCE), instead of using the letter 
Hey at the end of a word to indicate an ‘ah’ sound, the “final Kaf” form ( - referred to as sofit (so-feet)) had increased in use, to indicate the ah sound without the need of 
the letter Hey at the end of a word. The manuscripts among the Dead Sea Scrolls have numerous examples of this.
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